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Stage is in darkness...slowly lights go up.   Its 2.00am in the Morning. Ruth, Rory's older sister is sitting at the table in the living room reading a magazine. There is a table in the centre with five chairs around table, cushions on chairs, magazines and a cup  are scattered on table.   Ruth looks agitated and keeps looking at her watch.  The sounds of house keys is heard.  Rory walks cross stage quietly, his friends Niamh, Eimear and Megan are with him, laughing and giggling.  They have been out at a party and have had a few drinks. 



      RORY 

Sh Sh, quiet, keep it down you'll wake my sister.



(Friends saunter in, laughing, all still standing)



     RUTH 

You don't have to keep it down, I'm up waiting on you (getting up from chair, moving towards Rory)....where were you? 

                             RORY 

You scared us you twat. (walks towards chair and sits down)

                             RUTH 

Mam and Dad have been worried sick about you.   Just because they are on holiday doesn't mean they can't check up on you. (really annoyed) They've been calling parents from Spain trying to find out where you were. 

                             RORY 

(Trying to act real cool) I said I’d be late-- 

                             RUTH 

I told you Mam said that the curfew was midnight and while she is away I'm responsible for you.



     MEGAN 

(Sitting down on left 2nd chair...replies in a brazen tone)

Oh big sister responsible for little brother, talk about power trip.



      RUTH

I wasn't talking to you. 



     MEGAN

(Pointing at Ruth and answering her with real attitude) Yea well I was talking to you!



     EIMEAR

(sitting down – 1st right chair) Will ye all calm down, we just came back because he said he'd make us some chips



     RUTH

(Raises voice while walking behind Rory's seat, ending up beside Megan) CHIPS!  The state your all in and your thinking of making CHIPS, he'd burn the house down. Where were you anyway?

                             RORY 

A PARTY----(very sarcastic) Toddle along now to bed big sis so we can have a nice little chat about you. 





(everyone except Ruth has a giggle) 

                             RUTH 

I'm wide awake, I'm not going anywhere. Were you at Eimear's party? 



     RORY

(trying to recall Eimear) Who's Eimear? 
     

  

     RUTH 

Your friend who's sitting beside you.  How did you guys get home because you all look as if your a bit tipsy. 


                   RORY 

We were beamed here, how do you think...Clare gave us a lift home. 

 

     EIMEAR

Yea Yea Yea, he was at my party, so what, we had a great time.
    



     RUTH 

Clare, was she drinking tonight?  


                 RORY 

(getting quite irate) My friend can drink if she wants to drink, she had a few, its nothing to do with you.



MEGAN


  (Laughing and sneering)

I'd say it was more than a few.  Did you see her knocking back the shots, she'll have such a head on her in the morning.  Whoopbedidodah headache time!



EIMEAR

You can say that again. (Megan and Eimear start laughing )

                        RUTH 

Are all of you stupid, getting into a car with a person who has had a few drinks...do you realise what could happen.  Life is so precious, when are you going to stop and think before jumping into a car with       someone who's been drinking.  I just hope to God that she gets home in one piece.

                (No answer but they are thinking about what has been said) 



      NIAMH

She has got a point you know. I was terrified getting into that car, the way she was flying around those corners and the music blasting.  I physically felt sick with nerves.

(Megan, Eimear and Rory tell Niamh to shut it)

                             RUTH 

I'm going to have to tell Mam and Dad.

                             RORY 

(Raising voice) I’m not drunk,  

                             RUTH 

Maybe not but you are stupid for getting into the car.  You are 16 years old, not one of you should be drinking!

                             RORY 

(Stands, starts to shout at Ruth) I had one beer.   Just so people wouldn’t think I’m weird. 


                 RUTH 

And you staggered in after having “one beer.” 

                             RORY 

I didn’t stagger anywhere-- 

                             RUTH 

(Pointing at Rory and moving towards him) Don’t lie to me.   How much did you drink? 

                             RORY 

(Pacing back and forth) I don’t know . . . 

                             RUTH 

Take a guess. 

                             RORY 

Maybe three beers. 

                             RUTH 

And? 

                             RORY 

(Sitting down, head in hands) That’s it! Some kids were doing shots, but I know that binge- 

drinking stuff is stupid. It gets you killed. 

                             RUTH 

And Clare, your “lift”?   How much did she have? 

                             RORY 

I don’t know-- 

                             RUTH 

You got in her car and you didn’t even know-- 


(Niamh and Eimear look at each other and roll their eyes, Niamh whispers something to Eimear)

                             RORY 

(Very sarcastic tone) Wasn’t my day or turn to watch how many she had. 

                             RUTH 

I can’t believe this.   I never went drinking at your age. 

                             MEGAN 

You mean you NEVER got caught, oh yea all those little sleepovers you had, do you honestly think we believe that you were just painting your nails and doing facials! (Mimics painting nails and having a facial)

                             EIMEAR 

Yea they were probably slugging out of the bottles of nail varnish remover!

                             RUTH 

I’m too tired for this. I'm letting you know you are grounded until Mam and Dad gets home from Spain.

                            RORY 

Whatever. 

                            RUTH 

No going out,  no phone and no internet.  


                RORY 

That’s not fair! 

                             NIAMH

(Both Niamh and Eimear stand up) We're going to head home, it's not much fun here.


                  EIMEAR

Hey, I know where there's an 18th birthday party c'mon lets go and have a few more drinkies.



      MEGAN 

Great idea..(rubbing hands together and licking lips) I can taste the tequila already.  

(Megans mobile phone rings)

                             MEGAN 

Hello.........oh hi Marie, well is there good crack at the party?...........What.......I don't believe it....... .....where? (drops mobile phone)oh my God.....oh my God, (crying, staring at the others in amazement).........Clare is dead......her car skid off the road, she crashed into a lorry...........oh my God!....Marie said she was dead when the ambulance arrived.

                (Cries and Gasps heard, everyone is in absolute shock. RUTH sits down on chair, deep 

                    in thought. Freeze Frame - Blackout.) 


     (Spotlight appears downstage left - lighting – very soft – illusion that she is in the Spirit World))



      CLAIRE 

Why did I do it, how could I have been so stupid...I thought I could do it. Why didn't we call a taxi or ring my mum.  She would have been annoyed but sympathetic.....she was young once too.  She told me once that life was there to enjoy but just don't go over the edge....  My life is over...its been taken from me far too young.....I would have done so many things, finish college, become a nurse, go on holidays, rent or even buy a house, get my own dog.  I was never allowed to have a dog.....I'll never have one now.....its gone ....the things that I really wanted in life I can't have anymore, its been swiped from me......I'm sorry mum, dad, aunts, uncles, cousins, friends, teachers, for all the pain and hurt now that you have to go through, I'm really sorry.  I'm now a fading memory, life goes on without me....why didn't I just think twice.





(Blackout)

