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The Irish Board of Speech and Drama is the fastest-growing, friendliest, most 

approachable, and most flexible speech, drama and communications examining body in 

Ireland. Our professional approach to exams, our encouraging and experienced examiners 

and our accessible and modern syllabus (catering for all age groups from age 4) have 

made us a firm favourite with speech, drama and communications teachers throughout 

Ireland. 

Irish Board examinations are easy to organise. You and your students can choose your 

poems, prose and drama pieces. You can choose an examination date, time and location 

which suit you.

If you have never held speech and drama exams before, or if you aren’t sure about how to 

go about it, just ring us, and we’ll help you through the process. If you want, we can visit 

you and discuss the process.

In this booklet you’ll find our exam syllabuses effective from 1 January 2018 to  

31 August 2020. Our Musical Theatre syllabus is contained in a separate booklet.

On our website – irishboard.ie – you’ll find a range of useful items which will help you 

in your exam preparation. In addition to the essentials (entry forms, fees information, 

poetry suggestions, theory guides, diploma materials), you’ll find information on 

• How Irish Board exams work

• How we assess your candidates

• What our examiners need on exam day.

Remember, we want to make the exam process as pleasurable as possible for your 

candidates and you. No question is too small so please don’t hesitate to contact us.

David Meredith
Director

Introduction

Irish Board of Speech and Drama 

D11 Nutgrove Office Park

Rathfarnham

Dublin 14

Tel: 01 216 4270 

E-mail: mail@irishboard.ie 

irishboard.ie

Find us on

facebook.com/IrishBoardofSpeechandDrama

and Twitter @irishboard



10

Communication Skills

     Examinations 

Communication Skills Examinations 

Communication skills examinations encourage the development of confidence in: 

•	 	 speaking	clearly	and	fluently	

•	 interpreting	a	text	(verse,	prose	or	drama	selection)	with	appropriate	expression		
(and	movement/	gesture,	if	the	drama	option	is	chosen)	

•	 	 the	use	of	practical	conversation	and	speaking	skills	

•	 	 the	use	of	imagination	and	confidence	to	explore	a	topic,	either	in	speech	or	
dramatic	form	

Our Communication Skills examinations have been designed to facilitate class teachers in 

primary schools, English/ Drama teachers in post-primary schools and, of course, speech and 

drama teachers teaching in primary schools, post-primary schools, or their own schools and 

academies. 

Age ranges/ class groups have been suggested for each grade, for your guidance. However, 

these are suggestions only, and teachers are free to make their own judgement in relation to 

the most appropriate grade for their candidates. 

Movement and gesture are expected in the drama and improvisation options in Intermediate, 

TY and Senior examinations.

Please refer to the section ‘How Irish Board Examiners Assess Candidates’ on irishboard.ie 

for some detailed guidelines on the criteria used by the Irish Board during the examinations. 

For children for whom English is a second language, please see English as a Second Language 

Examinations.

Entry Forms are available from the Irish Board’s office or may be downloaded from  

irishboard.ie

Examination fees are printed on a separate sheet enclosed with this syllabus and are also 

available on irishboard.ie

PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIONS 

  Preliminary One   		Junior	Infants		

1  Speak from memory a short poem 

2  Answer simple questions about the poem 

  Preliminary Two   		Senior	Infants		

1  Speak from memory a short poem 

2  Answer questions about the poem and the meaning of the words 

JUNIOR EXAMINATIONS 

  Junior One   		First	Class		

1  Speak from memory a short poem 

2  Announce and read a short extract (approximately 6 lines) from a book of your choice/ 
your school reader 

3  Hold a short conversation with the examiner about the poem and yourself 

  Junior Two   		Second	Class		

1  Speak from memory a short poem 

2  Announce and read a short extract (approximately 8 lines) from a book of your choice/
your school reader 

3  Hold a short conversation with the examiner about the poem and your favourite sports/ 
hobbies/interests 
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  Junior Three   		Third	Class		 

1  Speak from memory a short poem 

2  Announce and read a short extract (approximately 10 lines) from a book of your choice/
your school reader 

3  Bring to the examination a toy, book or collection and use it to make a one-minute 
presentation to the examiner

  Junior Four   		Fourth	Class		 

1  Speak from memory a short poem 

2  Announce and read a short extract (approximately 12 lines) from a book of your choice/ 
your school reader 

3  Present a one-minute summary of the story from which your extract was taken and 
discuss the story with the examiner 

INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATIONS 

  Intermediate One   		Fifth	Class		 

1  Speak from memory a short poem OR 

  Announce and perform a two minute dramatic selection 

2  Present a one and a half-minute talk about a memorable holiday experience OR 

  Announce and perform a one minute improvisation on a topic provided by the examiner 
on the day of the examination 

  Intermediate Two   		Sixth	Class		

1  Speak from memory a short poem OR 

  Announce and perform a two minute dramatic selection 

2  Present a one and a half-minute talk about a person from history you admire OR 

  Announce and perform a one minute improvisation on a topic provided by the examiner 
on the day of the examination 

  Intermediate Three   		First	Year		

1  Speak from memory a short poem OR 

  Announce and perform a two minute dramatic selection 

2  In your own words tell the story of a book or film of your choice (approximately one 
minute) OR 

  Announce and perform a one minute improvisation on a topic provided by the examiner 
on the day of the examination 

  Intermediate Four    	Second	Year		

1  Speak from memory a short poem OR 

  Announce and perform a two minute dramatic selection 

2  In your own words describe a notable historical event (approximately two minutes) OR 

  Announce and perform a one minute improvisation on a topic provided by the examiner 
on the day of the examination 

  Intermediate Five    	Third	Year		 

1  Speak from memory a short poem OR 

  Announce and perform a two minute dramatic selection 

2  In your own words describe a memorable place you have visited recently (approximately 
two minutes) OR 

  Announce and perform a one minute improvisation on a topic provided by the examiner 
on the day of the examination 
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TRANSITION YEAR EXAMINATIONS 

  Transition Option A   		Transition	Year		

1  Speak from memory a short poem OR 

  Announce and perform a two minute dramatic or Musical Theatre selection (this may 
be performed as a duologue with another candidate) OR 

  Announce and speak from memory a short prose extract (approximately 8 - 12 lines) 
from a book of your choice 

2  Present a one minute informal talk on a topic provided by the examiner on the day of 
the examination OR 

  Announce and perform a one minute improvisation on a topic provided by the examiner 
on the day of the examination 

  Transition Option B   		Transition	Year		

To reflect the variety of Transition Year Programmes in communication, public speaking, 

debating and drama, the format and structure of Communication Skills exams for 

Transition Year can be arranged to suit the choices and needs of individual schools.

Options may include prepared talks on own-choice topics or topics provided by the Irish 

Board, unprepared talks or other elements suggested by the school. Examinations may be 

held on a one-to-one basis or in front of an audience which may include students and/or 

parents.

Please contact the Irish Board with your proposals and we will do our best to meet  

your needs.

Candidates	delivering	talks	or	speeches	are	encouraged	not	to	read	or	memorise	their	

pieces.	If	notes	or	aides mémoire	are	used,	they	should	be	used	in	such	a	way	as	to	not	

cause	distraction	from	the	speaker.

SENIOR EXAMINATIONS 

  Senior One   		Fifth	Year		 

1  Speak from memory a short poem OR 

  Announce and perform a two minute dramatic or Musical Theatre selection (this may 
be performed as a duologue with another candidate) OR  

  Announce and speak from memory a short prose extract (approximately 12 - 16 lines) 
from a book of your choice 

2  Present a one minute informal talk on a topic provided by the examiner on the day of 
the examination OR 

  Announce and perform a one minute improvisation on a topic provided by the examiner 
on the day of the examination 

  Final   		Sixth	Year		

1  Speak from memory a short poem OR 

 Announce and perform a two minute solo dramatic selection taken from a play of 
literary merit OR 

 Announce and speak from memory a short extract (approximately 12 - 16 lines) from a 
book of your choice 

2  Present a two minute prepared talk on a moral/ ethical issue 

3  Hold a discussion with the examiner about what you plan to do when you leave school, 
and why 
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1  Applications for examinations are accepted on the condition that candidates will 

be examined in accordance with the requirements of the current syllabus. 

2  All entries must be made on the official entry form or through the online booking 

system. Each entry must be accompanied by the correct entry fee. Entries and 

fees must reach the Irish Board of Speech and Drama at least one month before 

the proposed date of the examination. The Irish Board reserves the right to refuse 

entries which do not comply with these conditions.  

3  The person submitting the entry must complete an agreement to abide by the 

regulations of the Irish Board. 

4  The minimum fee for the recognition of an examination centre is €400. By 

agreement and arrangement, an examination centre may comprise more than one 

physical location. 

5  Examination fees will not be refunded. 

6  A candidate who has been entered for an examination in one centre may not be 

examined in a different centre. 

7  A list of candidates’ names with the type and grade of their examinations must 

be given to the examiner prior to the start of the examination. 

8  Each candidate is responsible for the supply of all equipment, props, costumes 

and so on required for his/ her examination. 

9  70% will be required to pass any examination; 75% - 79% will be awarded a Merit;  

80% -84% will be awarded Honours; 85% - 89% will be awarded First Class 

Honours; 90% -100% will be awarded a Distinction. The pass mark for all Diploma 

examinations is 75%.

10  A certificate will be awarded to each candidate achieving a pass mark or over in an 

examination. 

11  One Irish Board Centre Medal will be awarded in each examination centre as 

defined in Regulation 4, above, save for the exceptions below. 

12  In the Acting Performance and Musical Theatre examinations, a certificate will be 

awarded to each candidate achieving 70% or over. Each candidate in the Acting 

Performance and Musical Theatre solo and duologue examinations achieving a 

mark of 80% or above will receive a certificate and an Irish Board Performance 

Medal. Acting Performance and Musical Theatre candidates are not eligible to 

receive an Irish Board Centre Medal in respect of their Acting Performance and 

Musical Theatre examinations.

13  In the Grade Proficiency, Public Speaking Proficiency, Acting Proficiency and 

Musical Theatre Proficiency examinations, a medal will be awarded to each 

candidate achieving a mark of 85% or above. 

14  The Irish Board of Speech and Drama welcomes candidates with particular needs. 

Candidates requiring particular provision, for example, sight reading in a large 

format or on a coloured background must notify the Irish Board at the time of 

entry.

    Irish Board of 

 Speech & Drama           

        Examination Regulations
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